Iowa Civil Rights Commission Sample Policy

SAMPLE POLICY ON DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION IN FAIR HOUSING 

Our policy at _________________ is designed to ensure that as a builder/architect/designer of residential rental sales & property we meet the following design and construction accessibility requirements set out by the Fair Housing Act of 1988 (FHA) and the Iowa Civil Rights Act. These requirements assure that persons living with disabilities have equal access to the use and enjoyment of the property. Please answer the following questions to determine what requirements apply to the unit in question. 
1) Is the building in question intended for residential use? 
a. If residential, please refer to question 2. 

b. If non-residential, these requirements do not apply to this building.   
2) Was the building in question first occupied or will the building in question first be occupied after March 13, 1991
?  
a. Yes.  Please go to question 3. 
b. No. Requirements set out by FHA do not apply to the building in question.  
3) Does the building in question consist of four or more dwelling units? 

a. Yes. Please go to question 4. 
b. No. Requirements set out by the FHA do not apply to the building in question.  
4) Does the building have an elevator? 

a. Yes. All units must comply with the design/construction requirements known as the Magnificent Seven. (Below) 
b. No. Only ground floor units need comply with the design/construction requirements known as the Magnificent Seven. (Below) 
Magnificent Seven 
There are seven design and construction requirements set forth by the Fair Housing Act of 1988. Iowa is in conformity with these requirements. They are as follows:

1) Accessible building entrance on an accessible route. 
· Some things to consider when meeting this requirement are: steps, ramps, and slope of sidewalk. 
· For specific measurements/requirements, please refer to The Fair Housing Act Design Manual (Chapter One “Accessible Building Entrance on an Accessible Route”).
2) The public use and common use portions of the dwellings are readily accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities. 
· Some things to consider when meeting this requirement are: dumpster placement and type, laundry facilities, rental offices, public restrooms, and recreational facilities.
· For specific measurements/requirements, please refer to The Fair Housing Act Design Manual (Chapter Two “Accessible and Usable Public and Common Use Areas”).
3) All doors designed to allow passage into and within all premises within the dwelling are sufficiently wide to allow passage by persons with disabilities in wheelchairs. 

· Some things to consider when meeting this requirement are: width of doors, hardware on doors, threshold of door, maneuver space in front/behind door, and door pressure. 
· For specific measurements/requirements, please refer to The Fair Housing Act Design Manual (Chapter Three “Usable Doors”).
4) An accessible route into and through the dwelling. 

· Some things to consider when meeting this requirement are: hallways, every door in every unit, and patio doors.
· For specific measurements/requirements, please refer to The Fair Housing Act Design Manual (Chapter One “Accessible Building Entrance on an Accessible Route”).
5) Light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats, and other environmental controls in accessible locations. 

· Some things to consider when meeting this requirement are: minimum/maximum height requirements, ceiling fan controls, and window latches.
· For specific measurements/requirements, please refer to The Fair Housing Act Design Manual (Chapter Five “Light Switches, Electrical Outlets, Thermostats, and Other Environmental Controls in Accessible Locations”).
6) Reinforcements in bathroom walls to allow later installation of grab bars. 
· Some things to consider when meeting this requirement are: reinforcements for shower and toilet. 
· For specific measurements/requirements, please refer to The Fair Housing Act Design Manual (Chapter 6 “Reinforced Walls for Grab Bars”). 
7) Usable kitchens and bathrooms so that a person in a wheelchair can maneuver about the space. 
· Some things to consider when meeting this requirement are: 
· Kitchen; location of outlets, appliance arrangement 
· Bathroom; clear door space, door swing, placement of toilet in relation to sink and wall, type of sink being used, cabinets under the sink, type of bathing facility (i.e. bathtub, shower). 
· For specific measurements/requirements, please refer to The Fair Housing Act Design Manual (Chapter 7”Usable Kitchens and Bathrooms”).
For further information, please contact:
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Iowa Civil Rights Commission

Grimes Building, 400 E. 14th St.


Des Moines, Iowa 50319

515-281-4121 or 1-800-457-4416

www.state.ia.us/government/crc
HUD – Regional Fair Housing Office

400 State Ave., Room 200

Kansas City, Kansas 66101

913-551-6993 or 1-800-743-5323

www.hud.gov 
�  Federal law establishes that first occupancy be after March 13, 1991 whereas Iowa law establishes that first occupancy be after January 1, 1992.  
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